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any agency at the United Nations that
admits a nonexistent Palestinian state.

In October 2011, UNESCO chose to
welcome Palestine to its membership.
It did so, knowing full well that this
would trigger U.S. laws that prohibit
us from funding any entity at the U.N.
that grants membership to the PLO or
any other organization that doesn’t
meet the internationally recognized at-
tributes of statehood.

We must not grant a waiver to
UNESCO nor approve any backdoor
congressional attempt to provide U.S.
funding to UNESCO until it reverses
its decision regarding the Palestinian
Authority.

We are in an economic tailspin, Mr.
Speaker. So why waste $250 million in
U.S. taxpayer money by giving it—
wasting it—to UNESCO? It is madness.

————
ACA SUCCESS STORY

(Mr. VEASEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today on behalf of over a million Amer-
icans who saw their unemployment
benefits disappear on December 28.
With our economy still struggling and
unemployment remaining unaccept-
ably high, now is not the time to take
more money out of the pockets of those
who are struggling to simply get by.

This week, Republicans would rather
continue debating the Affordable Care
Act instead of working to get our econ-
omy back on track by helping to raise
the standard of living for the poorest
Americans and provide assistance to
the unemployed.

Democrats in the House and the Sen-
ate are working to offer solutions here
in Washington and back in our dis-
tricts. In the district I represent, I am
helping constituents find jobs by
hosting a job fair on January 24. The
constituents I serve will have the op-
portunity to apply for jobs on site, net-
work with employers, and attend pro-
fessional development workshops.

Mr. Speaker, we need to address the
job crisis in America, and Republicans
need to get back to the business of fix-
ing our economy.

———————

OBAMACARE PROBLEMS

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, just last
week I received the following letter
from a constituent:

DEAR CONGRESSWOMAN FoxX: On December
10, I applied for a Silver level plan and re-
ceived confirmation the same day that my
application was completed. Since then, I've
waited for my invoice so I could pay for the
insurance. I called on December 23 and wait-
ed close to 5 hours on the phone for the next
available rep, only to be put on hold for an-
other one and a half hours and finally be told
that they had no idea when my invoice
would be sent out. As of January 2, 2013, I
have not been billed for my new insurance. I
have six prescriptions that need to be filled
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at the end of the month. When will the pro-
gram be fixed and operational?

Mr. Speaker, it is a good question
and the American people deserve an an-
swer.

——————

UNEMPLOYMENT EXTENSION
COMPENSATION

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, it has
been 11 days now since 1.3 million
Americans have been cut off from their
unemployment benefits, an important
safety net, and this House has yet to
address this crisis. Instead of offering a
solution to extend emergency unem-
ployment benefits, House Republicans
keep moving the goal posts and chang-
ing their position.

What on Earth are we waiting for?
Every week that goes by, more and
more Rhode Islanders lose their emer-
gency unemployment benefits. The
longer we wait to fix this problem, the
more serious it becomes for the long-
term unemployed.

Fifty years ago today, President
Johnson announced his war on poverty.
To commemorate that anniversary,
this Congress is willing to write off and
forget about 1.3 million Americans who
are struggling to find work.

What kind of public servants have we
become when we take away the last
safety net for struggling families 3
days before Christmas? This is shame-
ful.

Mr. Speaker, I urge you to bring a
bill to the floor to extend emergency
unemployment benefits; 1.3 million
Americans can’t wait another day, an-
other week, or another month for this
Congress to act. Let’s do the right
thing and end this nightmare for those
we serve.

————

HOUSE-PASSED PRO-GROWTH JOBS
BILLS

(Mr. WALBERG asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, a new
year brings new perspective and, for
many, a fresh start. Many of my hard-
working constituents hope this year
will bring a healthy economy with in-
creased opportunities.

My House colleagues and I didn’t
need a new year to make this our goal.
Last year, we passed dozens of bills,
making job creation and expanding op-
portunity our central focus. This in-
cluded bills to make energy more af-
fordable, to repeal ObamaCare and to
expand education for students and job-
seekers. If the Senate would only act
on these measures, we could offer more
opportunities for our constituents
today: bills like the Energy Consumers
Relief Act, halting major new regula-
tions that increase prices and hurt the
economy; the Northern Route Approval
Act, to finally approve the Keystone
pipeline and immediately create thou-
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sands of good-paying jobs; or the
SKILLS Act, to eliminate and stream-
line dozens of overlapping Federal pro-
grams and to help connect job-seekers
with the skills they need.

I look forward, Mr. Speaker, to con-
tinued work with my colleagues, sup-
porting additional measures to
strengthen our economy, to provide
more opportunity for all, and to put
Americans back to work.

———
UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE

(Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas. Mr. Speaker and House Repub-
licans, happy new year. You look great,
but we have failed to address the issues
of the people who are unemployed. I
call upon all of us today to remember
that many people, as we sit here, are
facing fiscal devastation.

The social safety net is used to pur-
chase very basic necessities, such as
food and rent; and many Americans are
treading now, just staying above the
water. There were 1.3 million Ameri-
cans who were without unemployment
insurance as of December 28. In an-
other few weeks, 1.9 million more will
join them, and 174,000 of them are from
Texas.

I know that we have not really
thought about this seriously. I know
that so much time was spent in at-
tempting to overturn the Affordable
Care Act that we forgot that there are
people we have failed to provide jobs
for who are now unemployed and whom
we cannot forget.

This is not just their problem. This is
our problem. Please join me in making
sure that we restore their safety net.

———
THE QUALIFIED MORTGAGE RULE

(Mr. PITTENGER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. PITTENGER. Mr. Speaker, I
stand regarding the qualified mortgage
rule that will go into effect this Fri-
day. This rule is going to have a dev-
astating effect on the housing indus-
try.

Once again, the long hand of the Fed-
eral Government goes out to dictate
policy to the financial industry on
whom they should make loans to. Once
again, we face another crisis in the
housing industry. The Federal Govern-
ment, frankly, was one of the major
culprits in the housing demise that we
have just gone through, making easy
credit for borrowers. Now they are tell-
ing financial institutions clearly the
wrong direction in which to go. We
need the markets to work. The Federal
Government has proven also that they
sure cannot handle health care through
ObamaCare.

Why do we think that the govern-
ment knows best when it comes to tell-
ing community banks and others who
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